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Phase I
Registering the fact of an offence

Phase II. Examination
of the report on a criminal offence

Phase III  
Investigation

Phase IV
Court hearings

A typical criminal case investigation: involved parties and phases 

55000 250
a typical population 
of a district 

members of law
enforcement bodies 

Bodies of investigation
and examination of the MIA 

Police front office

Operational police units

Local district police officers

5   7 administer justice and pass 
sentences.

judges at the district court 

2  3 hear the cases in the first 
instance.

Justices of the Peace

2 3
persons per week 

3 4
proceed with the
investigations of criminal
offences of an especially 
large scale including murder, 
rape etc. 

investigators 
of the Investigative 
Committee

District Prosecutor

Assisting in the investigation supervision and operational-investigative activities

25
applications 
are submitted 
by members 
of the public   
per day

12     crime
reports

2 to 3 reports are proven to be true

 ~10 representatives
of the prosecution office 
supervise police activities, 

Each month an investigator 
passes on to the court
between 2 and 3 cases.

District Prosecutor's Office

Supervision 
of operational-
investigative activities

Supervision 
of the investigation

Supervision 
of case 
proceedings

Supervision 
of criminal offence 

registration

Investigative Committee 

TYPICAL OFFENCES
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Theft

Robbery

Transportation of drugs
without selling

Bodily harm 

Federal Court

 
Including between 1 and 2 individuals

who face a real prison sentence.

6 persons
per week are found guilty by the court 

The prosecutor is responsible for the actions being lawful at each stage; however, different employees 
are responsible for different phases.

Public Prosecutor

Deputy Prosecutor

Their task is not to allow 
a not guilty sentence 

to be passed

Assignment

Police Patrol and Checkpoint
Service

Each month an investigator 
passes on 1 to 2 cases 

to the court.

murder

m
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are released from 
the penitentiary 
system.

(in the context of a criminal case trajectory)

2 to 3 criminal cases 
are filed every day.

Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

their operational and investigative work 

and conducting of the investigation 

within a district; they support 

the prosecution party in court.

From the point of passing case to the court 
the prosecutor is responsible for work of all agencies 
involved in case.
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In one day, the court hears 5 criminal cases. 
One judge handles 13,3 cases and case-

related materials per week.

Justices of the Peace hear 5 cases 
regarding administrative offences 

per day

In the front office of the police 
station, the act of taking the offender

into custody is registered.

Police members in the front 
office register reported 

offences in the respective 
district 24/7.

In former Soviet countries, these members 
of the police force mirror all police functions in their 
single administrative district (this is usually 
a municipality).

Members of this service and district officers 

examine reports of offences, gather data and 

produce reports.  In some cases, members

of these services can influence the process

of crime registration

Such offences are the easiest 
to investigate because they usually 
do not take much time to identify 

the accused individual.

The risk of facing 
a cold case (glukhar, 
or 'woodcock' in 
Russian police jargon) 
are minimal both 
for the investigation 
officer and investigating 
detective.

5   9
investigate most common 
crimes such as theft 
and robbery etc.

investigators and 3 to 7 
examiners of the MIA 
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The «Open Police» web portal is being created
in order to monitor the transparency and openness 
of law enforcement bodies and the police force in particular. 

Created by the Autonomous Non-Profit Organization 
«Information Culture» 

More information on 
www.openpolice.ru

* This is a typical administrative structure of a medium-sized 

municipal district or a small town in Russia (based on data from 

December 2013). The situation in Moscow and St. Petersburg or other 

large cities would be quite different. All figures, including the number 

of reports, guilty verdicts, individuals released from prison, 

and members of the police would be 2 to 5 times greater. For EURIAS Annual Meetings - IIAS Jerusalem - 12/13th, 2016
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